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THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

In what
sense was
the Empire
Roman t

their owti.   It was thus that both Papacy and Empire
were maintained by the generations who had no type of
greatness and wisdom save that which they associated
with the name of Rome.    And therefore it is that no
examples shew so convincingly how hopeless are all such
attempts to preserve in life a system which arose out
of ideas and under conditions that have passed away.
Though it never could have existed save as a prolonga-
tion, though it was and remained through the Middle
Ages an anachronism, the Empire of the tenth century
had little in common with the Empire of the second.
Much more was the Papacy, though it too hankered after
the forms and titles of antiquity, in reality a new creation.
And in the same proportion as it was new, and repre-
sented the spirit not of a past age but of its own, was it
a power stronger and more enduring than the Empire.
More enduring, because younger, and so in fuller har-
mony with the feelings of its contemporaries: stronger,
because at the head of the great ecclesiastical body, in
and through which, rather than through secular life, all
the intelligence and political activity of the Middle Ages
sought its expression.   The famous simile of Gregory the
Seventh is that which best describes the Empire and the
Popedom.    They were  indeed the 'two lights in the
firmament of the militant church/ the lights which illu-
mined and ruled the world all through the Middle Ages.
And as moonlight is to sunlight, so was the Empire to
the Papacy.   The rays of the one were borrowed, feeble,
often interrupted: the other shone with an unquenchable
brilliance that was all her own.
The Empire, it has just been said, was never truly
mediaeval. Was it then Roman in anything but name?
and was that name anything better than a piece of fan-